
The new series Studien zur Rechtstheorie reflects the research on 
interdisciplinary legal theory conducted at the Max Planck In-
stitute for Legal History and Theory since 2021. In terms of 
concept, layout, and equipment, it is based on the Institute’s 
legal history series, Studien zur europäischen Rechtsgeschichte, 
which has been published since 1971.

The new series Studien zur Rechtstheorie begins auspiciously 
with the edition of previously unpublished early writings by 
one of the most important European legal philosophers and 
committed intellectuals of the 20th century: Norberto Bobbio 
(1909–2004), who was considered the civic and secular con-
science of republican Italy. Known in Germany not least for his 
publications on questions of constitutional law and basic prob-
lems of political economy, his two dissertations, which marked 
the beginning of his academic career, were long unavailable to 
the scientific public. Bobbio’s studies on the philosophy and 
dogmatics of law and on Edmund Husserl‘s phenomenology, 
written in the early 1930s, are now available in an annotated 
edition of the Italian originals, philologically prepared by his 
student Mario G. Losano and provided with a thorough intro-
duction and helpful indexes.
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