
FOR LEGAL HISTORY
AND LEGAL THEORY

GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES ON LEGAL HISTORY

A Max Planck Institute for Legal History and Legal Theory 
Open Access Publication Series

JSTOR, Project MUSE, DOAB, OAPEN Library, 
Internet Archive

Global Perspectives on Legal History is a book series  
edited and published by the Max Planck Institute for Legal 
History and Legal Theory, Frankfurt am Main, Germany. It 
includes monographs, editions of sources, and collaborative 
works. All titles in the series are available both as premium 
print-on-demand and in the Open Access format.

For more information on the book series and on the institute: 
https://global.lhlt.mpg.de · https://www.lhlt.mpg.de

Gunnar Folke Schuppert
The World of Rules
A Somewhat Different Measurement of the World
Global Perspectives on Legal History 10
Frankfurt am Main: Max Planck Institute for  
European Legal History 2017. XIV, 364 p., € 18,17
ISBN: 978-3-944773-09-4, eISBN: 978-3-944773-19-3
Open Access Online Edition:  
http://dx.doi.org/10.12946/gplh10
Print-on-demand:  
https://www.epubli.com/shop/the-world-of-rules-a-some-
what-different-measurement-of-the-world-9783944773094

This book takes a stand against the narrowing focus of 
(German) jurisprudence on state law, rooted in the history 
of the territorially organised nation state. In the shadow 
of this tradition, state(-hood) law was only conceived 
of as state law. However, a gradual decoupling of state 
and law is observable – not least because of globalisa-
tion – which inevitably entails a pluralisation of legal 
regulations. Jurisprudence has to react to this, if it wants 
to remain relevant. This can happen through a broaden-
ing of its horizon towards a more far-reaching “science 
of regulation”, in order to grasp the increasing “Variety 
of Rules” adequately. State law remains an important 
and central type of law, yet it is no longer the sole type.
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